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EMPLOYMENT CLEARING 

HOUSE 
Job applicants should send name, email, and phone, along with type 
of position and geographical area desired; employers may contact 
job applicants directly.  If you have an opening, send your listing, in-

cluding contact info for your company,   
to retort@acsdfw.org. Deadlines are the 7th of each month. 

Job Title: Sales/Marketing Assistant 

Name of Company: JenKem Technology 

USA Inc. 

Nature of Business: Polyethylene Glycol 

(PEG) Polymers for Pharmaceutical and 

Biotech Applications 

Job ID:  JKUSA-20140801 

Job Type: Full-time 

Salary Range: Base salary $25,000.00 to 

$35,000.00; plus Sales Commission 

Location: United States - Texas ï Plano 

Additional notes: Must be legally author-

ized to work in the United States. Local 

candidates preferred, no relocation bene-

fits are provided for the position. 

Job Functions: Sales and marketing for 

PEGylation products and services: pro-

vides quotations and information on prod-

uct availability, and provides answers to 

technical questions to customers, by phone 

or email; processes orders, shipping, and 

payments; develops and maintains custom-

er relationships; identifies and develops 

new customers and new markets for 

PEGylation products and services; and 

performs other tasks as assigned by the 

manager. 

Job Requirements:  Bachelorôs degree or 

higher (Chemistry/Biology/Biochemistry 

or similar background REQUIRED); Ex-

cellent interpersonal and communication 

skills; Excellent reading, speaking, and 

writing skills in business English; Good 

arithmetic skills and attention to details 

required; Proficiency in the use of Mi-

crosoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Out-

look required; English/Chinese bilingual 

preferred; Ability to work independently 

required. 

To Apply: 
Interested candidates should submit a cov-

er letter including salary expectations, and 

an updated resume at email: 

hr@jenkemusa.com.  Please do not call, 

we will contact only select candidates. 

hr@jenkemusa.com. 

mailto:retort@acsdfw.org
mailto:hr@jenkemusa.com
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EDITING 
AND  

PROOF-
READING  
SERVICES 

 
Need someone to proof or edit  

your next paper, grant, or 

presentation? Let an experi-

enced proofreader and PhD 

chemist do it for you! I have a 

strong grasp of English gram-

mar and scientific writing and 

can condense text without los-

ing the underlying meaning. 

Competitive rates! Contact 

Mike Vance: 

  vance2276@gmail.com  

408-786-7451 

SERVICES 

mailto:vance2276@gmail.com
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FIFTY YEARS AGO IN THE SOUTHWEST RETORT 
ACS tour speakers for April are Dr Rowland 
Pettit of UT-Austin and Dr. Hans B. Jonas-
sen of Tulane.  Dr. Pettitôs topic will be 
ñOlefin-Iron Carbonyl Complexesò, while 
Dr. Jonassenôs talks will come from the fol-
lowing three topics:  ñMetal Olefin Com-
plexes,ò ñMossbauer Studies of Inorganic 
Complexes,ò and ñUnusual Magnetic Mo-
ments in Copper (II) Complexes.ò 

 
In the Central Texas ACS Section, South-
west Texas State College was host to the 
Mar. 10 section meeting with ACS tour 
speaker Dr. J. H. Simmons.  University of 
Texas Vice-Chancellor Norman Hackerman 
made an ACS Midwest speaking tour, visit-
ing local sections in Quincy, IL, Columbia, 
Kansas City, and Joplin, MO, Manhattan 
and Wichita, KS, and Ponca City and Shaw-
nee, OK.  His topics were ñFuel Cellsò and 
ñMolecular Structure and Corrosion Inhibi-
tion.ò  Dr. W. A. Noyes, Jr. of the University 
of Texas was a tour speaker to the North-
eastern ACS Section.  He spoke at Brook-
line, MA, on ñRecent Advances in Photo-
chemistry.ò  Dr. L F. Hatch visited Sun Oil 
in Philadelphia to take part in a special sem-
inar on ñThe Chemistry of Refinery Pro-
cesses.ò  Dr. R. M. Roberts visited Shell Oil 
in Houston to talk on ñCarbonium Ionsò and 
on ñNew Friedel-Crafts Chemistry.ò 

 
In the Dallas-Ft. Worth ACS Section, the 
new officers for the Dallas Society of Ana-
lytical Chemists were as followsò  Chief 
Analyst, James C. Patton; Assistant Chief 
Analyst, Morton F. Mason; Recording Ana-
lyst, Herbert J. Belknap; Statistical Analyst, 
Robert M. Crawford. 
At East Texas State College, Dr. S. L. Raz-
niak has received a $10,000 grant from the 
Welch Foundation to study ñSynthesis and 

Biochemical Properties of Alpha Amino Di-
thioacids.ò   
 

Dr. Ralph Shriner of SMU spoke to the ACS 
student affiliate chapter at East Texas State 
College on ñReactions of Olefins with Io-
dine Monochlorideò and to the chemistsô 
seminar at the Dallas office of the FDA on 
ñCancer Chemotherapy.ò 

 
North Texas State University was shocked 
by the sudden death of chemistry professor 
Burl E. Bryant.  Dr. Bryant served in the 
Merchant Marine in World War II.  He re-
ceived his undergraduate degree from Har-
din College in 1948, his M.S. degree from 
NTSU in 1950, and his Ph.D. from Penn 
State in 1952.  Before coming to NTSU in 
1962, he had taught at Penn State, Oklaho-
ma, and Utah and had also worked at Dow 
Chemical Co. in Shreveport, LA. 

 
In the South Plains ACS Section, Dr. F. O. 
Rice visited Texas Tech to lecture to the 
Sigma Xi chapter and to also give a seminar 
to the chemistry department.  Dr. W. Wend-
tland presented an invited paper at the First 
Toronto Symposium on Thermal Analysis. 

 
At Baylor, Dr. Manfred B. Reinecke of TCU 
presented a seminar on ñSynthesis of Alka-
loid Heterocycles.ò  Prof. John S. Belew of 
Baylor is scheduled to give a paper on 
ñActivated Ozonidesò at a symposium to be 
held at the University of Manchester, Eng-
land. 

 

Contributed by   

E. Thomas Strom 



 

APRIL 2015 Southwest RETORT  7 

 

The Availability Factor of an electric 

power plant is the percentage of the 

nameplate capacity that can be expected 

over a period of time. For a year, it is the 

number of kilowatt hours provided 

divided by the nameplate capacity in 

kilowatt hours times 8,760. The Federal 

Energy Information Administration (FIA) 

provides an Availability Factor of 25 % 

for solar electric plants. The FIA provides 

availability factors of 85% for coal 

powered plants and 90% for natural gas 

fired and nuclear plants. The coal, natural 

gas and nuclear plants can provide 

nameplate capacity day and night and any 

season. The factors are less than 100% 

because of scheduled and unscheduled 

shutdowns for maintenance and repairs. 

 

We can look at a map of the United States 

that shows the average solar intensity for 

all areas of the country. For proper 

emphasis, the word average should be in 

neon letters a foot 

high. We can see 

that the greatest 

solar intensity is 

in the Desert 

Southwest and 

areas with 

minimum rain and 

clouds. Rain and clouds obscuring the sun 

reduce the quantity of solar radiation. For 

example, Denver has more average solar 

radiation than either Honolulu or Miami, 

Florida even though it is definitely north 

of both cities. 

 

The Texas State Energy Conservation 

Office published a Texas Renewable 

Energy Assessment in 2008. Chapter 3 

treated solar energy. The treatment 

showed variations in available solar 

energy on an annual, hourly, daily and 

seasonable basis for several Texas cities. 

The cities were: El Paso, Midland, 

Lubbock, San Angelo, Abilene, San 

Antonio, Austin, Brownsville, Corpus 

Christi, Waco, Dallas, Houston, Lufkin 

and Port Arthur. Measurements were made 

for both direct sunlight where the solar 

cells tracked the sun and also horizontal 

(flat) placement. The trend was lower 

available solar energy proceeding from 

west to east with El Paso being the highest 

and eastern cities being the lowest. For 

direct placement, Dallas had about 2/3 of 

the available solar energy of El Paso. For 

Port Arthur it was about 55% of that of El 

Paso. For horizontal plates, that used both 

direct and diffuse sunlight, Dallas and 

Lufkin were about 80% that of El Paso  El 

Paso and other West Texas cities did better 

when the solar panels tracked the sun. For 

 
Solar Electricity: 

 Implications of a 25% Availability Factor 

By 

John E. Spessard, PE 


